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REPORT.

Citizens of Blackstone:—
In conformity with the requirements of the Statutes of the Com-

monwealth we hereby respectfully submit to you the following

detailed report

:

Your School Committee for the past year were, Messis. John S.

Needham, Henry C. Kimball, Welcome A. Thayer, Louis A. Cook,

Horace A. Benson, and Dr. R. Booth.

At the first meeting of the Committee the Board was organized by

choosing J. S. Needham, Chairman, and Horace A. Benson, Secretary;

but the latter refusing to accept, Dr. Booth was chosen instead.

The first duty that devolved upon the new Board was to secure a

competent person to take charge of the High School, in place of Mr.

Hiram Tuell, who resigned at the close of the previous term.

At the March meeting of last year, you set apart fifteen hundred

dollars ($1500) for the support of this School, which was exactly the

amount of the Principal's salary the year previous. In order, there-

fore, to keep within the limits of the appropriation, we could afford to

pay the new Principal but a thousand dollars (|1000) per annum
;

and, although there were more than thirty applicants for the situa-

tion, only one—Mr. Adrian Scott—would accept of it for the compen-

sation offered.

The nest thing of any considerable importance brought before the

Board, was the same old question to which your attention has been

called on so many previous occasions, namely : The crowded state of

the Blackstone lower Primary School. The whole number of names

registered in this Department during a single term, has not infre-

quently reached as high as one hundred and forty (the average for

the last three terms) ; while the school room—every seat being occu-

' pied—is capable of accommodating only iiinety-two. Heye, then,

were enough for two good schools, and far too many for one teacher to

take charge of : for, if children have not the proper attention given

them in the beginning, many wrong habits are produced, which it is

afterwards difficult, and often impossible to eradicate.



The necessity for a division of this School has long been felt and

acknowledged; the only obstacle in the way having been the means

through which it could be accomplished. Your Committee asked you

to build an addition to the Blackstone School House, but this you

stoutly opposed. Your late Committee seeing that nothing was to be

gained by waiting, made the required division ; and in order to make
way for the new Primary, the Grammar School was transferred to the

upper room of the High School Bnilding. A new set of chairs and

desks is needed here ; and this is a matter that should be attended

to as speedily as possible, for it is essential that a school room be made
comfortable and pleasant both for teacher and scholars : where such

is observed, the attendance is always better, and progress far more

rapid.

With but one exception, you are well provided with school houses

;

but this one (Pickering) is, in itself, a disgrace to the town. Such a

cabin to be designated a school house ! For lack of comfort, or in fact,

any fitness whatever, for educational purposes, its equal could not be

found in the^newly settled regions of the " far west," or " back woods"

of Canada. It is impossible for any appreciable amount of progress

to be made in such a hovel. All the money, therefore, you are pay.

ing for the support of this school, you may consider lost. A new
school house here, is needed ; and it is but your duty who are well

suj)plied, to see that other parts of the town also are sufficiently

accommodated.

CONDITION OF THE SCHOOLS.

We are highly pleased with the progress and good order displayed

in all the Waterford Schools ; it is the strongest evidence to us that

the teachers there are faithful in the good work with which they have
been intrusted.

Those of Blackstone have not been equally succssful. The cause

may, partly, be attributable to the former crowded state of the Prima-
ry Department ; but, we thmk the main cause must be looked for in

some other direction. They have, however, shown considerable im-
provement within the past year, both in order and progress; and
since the division referred to was made, the average attendance in

that department alone, has increased forty-two per cent. Surely such
a result ought to be thouglit sufficient compensation for whatever
trifling extra expense the new school has caused.

Millville Schools are not what we would like to see them, but in
this case, some allowance must be made. The effect of the almost



entire suspension of business in that village, for the past four years

was keenly felt even in their Public Schools.

Last Spring, Mr. James A. Smith obtained a lease of the mills

;

under his management operation was commenced in good earnest, and

the village showed a degree of prosperity it had not enjoyed for a long

time. The schools also began to present a much better appearance,

find at the close of the Fall Term passed a very creditable examina-

tion. It was hoped that soon they would be second to none in the

town ; but the factories as they lie in ruins tell us our hopes are not

so soon to be realized
;

yet, it is "our opinion that Millville's late ad-

versity is but the dawn of her greatest prosperity.

Atteudance in the Country Schools is far more regular than that of

the Villages ; and, with the one exception previously mentioned, pre-

sent a very promising appearance.

HIGH SCHOOL.

Neither the order nor progress in the High School, during the past

year was sufficient to merit our fullest approval.

Miss Tuell resigned f.t tlie close of the Spring term, and Miss Anna

Harrold, a resident of Franklin, was chosen her successor ;
she was

retained, however, but one term, and Miss Ida L. Gaskill was elected to

her place.

Miss Gaskill is a graduate of this school ; and, with a little more

experience has, in our judgment, all the requisite qualifications to

make a successful teacher.

At the close of the Spring term there was a graduating class of two

who prescribed the full classical course of four years—Miss Ida J.

Cole, and Esther A. Sivewright, both of whom have since been assign-

ed schools, and axe giving good satisfaction.

SCHOLARS FROM THE BLACKSTONE COMPANY'S TENEMENTS

IN RHODE ISLAND.

For several years a large number of children have £lttended our

schools, who reside in the Blackstone Company's tenements in Rhode

Island, for the education of whom this town has never heretofore re-

ceived any compensation whatever. A Committee was appointed to

wait upon the school officers of the town of Smithfield, in relation to

this matter, but they would not agree to our proposition. It was,
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therefore, voted that none of the children living in said tenements he

admitted to our schools till the sum agreed upon by us be either paid

or satisfactorily guaranteed.

The cost per scholar in the Blackstone schools for 1872-73, was.

^5,59 ; but in order to be as reasonable as possible, and, lest our act

should be the cause of debarring any person from the chances of an

education, we ofiered to admit them all—about twenty-five in num-

ber—for the round sum of one hundred dollars ($100) ; which being

refused by the parties above referred to, the Blackstone Manufacturing

Company voluntarily proffered to pay it themselves : this being satis-

factory to the School Committee, all were permitted to return.

CHANGE OF SCHOOL BOOKS.

We do not think it a wise plan to make frequent changes of school

books
;

yet, occasionally, it becomes necessary in order that the best

interests of the schools may be promoted.

We caused a change of arithmetics to be made last Fall, for the

following reasons :

—

1st. The series formerly in use was without any regular order,

and contained too great a number of books, six in all, which was the

cause of a good deal of confusion in the schools as well as unnecessary

expense t( the scholars, half of them being superfluous,

2d. Written Arithmetic was excluded irom the Intermediate

schools, which in our judgment was a great mistake. But few child-

ren living in factory villages have the chances of obtaining a complete

education; many being compelled to go directly from the Middle

schools to the mills. With the Intellectual arithmetic alone in use,

after two or three years drill, the pupils have acquired less real

knowledge of the science than is possessed by any old woman who is

accustomed to reckon small accounts upon her tongue.

The following quotation taken from the Report of the Secretary of

the Board of Education gives a very correct view of the subject

:

" Too much time has been given to mental arithmetic. This exer-

cise should be used mainly to familiarize the pupils with the principles

and the processes by which they are applied. It should precede and

prepare the way for the slate exercises. When this purpose has been

accomplished, it may be suspended till a new principle is to be devel-

oped, and a new process to be explained. 'Under no circumstances

should this exercise degenerate into a means of strengthening the me-

mory. The too common practice of reading a long and complicated



^Cjnestion, and requiring the pupils to repeat it from memory, to go

through with its solution step by step, and finally to give a second

repetition of the question itself, should not be tolerated for a moment.

The effect of such an exercise is to generate stupidity in the pupil,

and to create in him a distaste for a study that is in itself interesting.

To attempt to teach logic in connection with arithmetic should be

discouraged, especially in the lower classes. Long explanations in-

volving a chain of reasoning, should not be attempted. The mind is

not yet ready for this kind of work. A pupil even in the lowest

grades may go through a long chain of reasoning, using the " hences"

and "therefores" with the accuracy of a professional logician; but

after all, it is not an exercise of the reasoning faculty, but of the

memory. Such training consumes much time, and is barren of any

valuable results. The fundamental operations of arithmetic should be

intelligently performed until rapidity and accuracy have been sucured,

but the logic of the subject should be left to the advanced classes of

the Grammar Schools and Hicjh School."

White's Series, which we lately introduced is an embodiment ol the

views here laid down ; the oral and written exercises being combined

in the same book.

DRAWING.

Although the law requires that Drawing be taught in all the Pub-

lic Schools, it was not introduced here till the commencement of the

Fall term. Drawing is now looked upon as one of the accomplish-

ments, without a knowledge of which, no education is considered

complete. It is also, from a business point of view, of great practical

importance, being indispensable to the highest success in most of the

mechanical pursuits. It aids the machinist in his inventions, and is a

never-failing source of pleasure, as well as profit to those thoroughly

skilled in the art. Skilful designers are always in demand, and com-

mand high wages.

SPELLING.

The acquisition of a correct knowledge of orthography is one of the

most essential points in common school education
;

yet, less attention

has been given to it than to any other study ; and, as a consequence,

We meet those who, otherwise, would be considered fair scholars,

whose spelling, were it not a thing of so common an occurence, might
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be looked npon as a real curiosity. The use of tte old-fashioned

spelling book, with its numerous columns of abstract and to the child

meaningless words should, at once, be abandoned, and one more in

harmony with the spirit of modern philology be adopted. The Pre-

fixes and Suffixes, together with the Saxon and Classical Roots should

be taught in our Grammar Schools. A thorough knowledge of the

Practical Rules for Spelling should be insisted upon. They are as

essential as a guide to the use of correct orthography as the Rules of

Syntax are to correet language.

In addition to those found in the Speller, pupils should be required

to familiarize themselves with the orthography of every word occur-

ring in the regular lessons of the day. But teachers should not confine

their pupils entirely to oral spelling, they should be required to write,-

not words alone, but sentences from dictation ; and those of the High

School, and more advanced classes in the Grammar Schools, should in

this way be required to write whole paragraphs, and letters of busi-

ness, friendship, &c. They should also be required to reproduce from

memory, poems, dialogues, &c., previously learned for declamation.

This would not only practice them in the orthography of the more

common words in use, but would teach them composition, punctuation,

and the proper use of capital letters, which is equally important with

correct spelling. Too much attention cannot be given to this study^

and every available means that will aid the memory should be brought

into requisition.

ABSENTEEISM.

We believe the greatest hindrance in the way of progress in our'

village schools is absenteeism ; many of the pupils being out from one^

to three days a week throughout the term. And then parents com-

plain that their children are " learning nothing." It would be sur-

prising if tliey did. There is no good reason for sach a state of affairs ;

for, the greater number of these are too young to be of sufficient ser-'

vice at home to, in the least, justify their parents in keeping them
from school. Parents surely cannot realize the great responsibility

that rest upon them, and do not think they are accountable for all the

disadvantages under which their children afterwards labor, through
their neglect to give them a proper school education.

The whole number of children between five and fifteen years of age,,

residing in this town, on the first day of May last, as returned by the
assessors, was eleven hundred and forty-nine (1149); the whole num^
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ber of this age, whose names appear upon the School Registers, was

twelve hundred and seven (1207); or, excluding the Rhode Island

children—twenty-five in number—eleven hundred and eighty-two

(1182); that is, thirty-three in excess of the number returned by the

assessors. This seeming discrepancy is accounted for by the starting

of the Millville factories, which brought many families to reside in

that village. There were registered during the year, forty.ene (41)

under five (5) years of age, and forty-nine (49) over fifteen (15);

swelling the asforeoate number of scholars of all ages, to twelve hund.

red and ninety.seven (1297). The average attendance of all the

schools for the year was 824.77; or, a little over sixty-two per cent.

(62.7) of the whole number registered.

In 1872-3, Blackstone stood the 31-Sth in a scale of 349, arranged

according to the averao-e attendance ; and, we have no reason to be.

lieve, that for last year, it will stand any higher. There is, evidently,

something wrong ; and prompt and stringent measures should be taken

to set matters right.

To encourage scholars to make more regular attendance it was

agreed by the Board, that those who attended school for a whole term,

without being one day absent or tardy, should have their names record-

ed in the School Report.

The following is the list of names, and we hope to see the number

year by year increasing.

EAST BLACKSTONE,

Spring. Nellie Southwick, Ada Billings, Ella Clarke, Katie

Everton.

Fall. Lula Clarke, Susie Aldrich, Ada Billings, Lily Mowry,

Alice Parkhurst, Bell Mowry, Rosa Ballou, Eugene Daniels, John

Billings, Eddie Esty,

Winter. Thomas Horde, Eugene Daniels.

FIVE COENERS.

Spring. Clara E. Thayer,* Eva F. Thayer,* Evelyn I. Wheeler,*

Sirona J. Daniels, Abbie M. Daniels, Eva L. Welsh, Merton A.

Stearns, Irwin F. Daniels, Ernest E. Daniels, Sumner E. Wheeler,

Albert W. Thayer, Frank L. Daniels.

Fall. Clara E. Thayer, Eva F. Thayer, Evelyn I. Wheeler, Sirona

J. Daniels, Ida M. Thayer, Anna W. Thayer, Ellis W. Thayer, Her-
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bert 0. Thayer, Walter A. Taft, Irwin F. Daniels, Albert W. Thayer,

Prentis S. Daniels, Riley Daniels, Arthur S. White, Ernest Thayer,

Edgar J. Thayer.

Winter. Clara E. Thayer,* Eva F. Thayer,* Evelyn I. Wheeler.*

CHESTNUT HILL.

Fall. Mary E. Engley, Minnie L. Engley.

TOWN HOUSE.

Spring. Arminda Gaskill, Emma Brown, Dora Thayer, Ida Brown»

Cora Warfield, Willie Brown, Frank Warfield.

Fall. Minnie Bennett, Anjie Bennett, Carrie Esty, Cora Warfield,

Edward Kelly, Willie Henries, Frank Warfield, Willie Kelly.

Winter. Anna Taft, Carrie Esty, Cora Warfield,* Frank Warfield,*

CO

MILLVILLE GRAMMAR SCHOOL. 00
CD

Winter. George White, Willie Lewis, Frank Kelly.
'̂it

CNO
CO

BLACKSTONB GRAMMAR SCHOOL. gg

Fall. Mary Merrill, Ada M. Harris, Mary J. Stewart, Mabel Her- co

vey, Edward Devlin, Martha Willis, Andrew Maxon.

Winter. F. Hodgson, John Donovan, George Bolster, Jane Willis,

Louisa Sivewright, Martha Willis, Herbert Cheney, Mary J. Stewart.

1st INTERMEDIATE.

Spring. Teressa Flynn, Sarah Cane, Patrick McQuillin, John

McArtey. *

Fall. Sarah Cane, Robert Devlin, Maggie Brennan, Julia O'Rourke.

2nd intermediate.

Spring. Flora Young, Nellie Harte, Mary A. Larkin, Julia

O'Rourke, Bella McGinley, Mary Ellen Coffee, John Maher, Edward
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Dolan, John Reilly, Thomas Sheehan, Alfred Mann, George Corrigan,

Michael Coffee.

Fall. Bella McGinley, Rosy McGinley, Mary Ann O'Brien, Mary
Ann Kelly, Kate McLinn, Thomas Dolan, William Murphy, Alfred

Mann, Edward Dwyre, John McElroy, Thomas Sheehan, John Maher.

1st primaet.

Spring. George Lower, Thomas Wood.

Fall. Angeline Houle, Julia Smith, Virginia Lamoory.

Winter. James Dorsey, Albert Edmonds.

2nd primary.

Fall. Manie Carney, Maria Gallagher, John Kelly, William Wood,
Fred Wood.

WATERFORD GRAMMAR SCHOOL.

Spring. Frank Gallagher, Fred Delabarre, Grace Taft.

Winter. Nellie Parker, Ellen Taylor, John Hacking, Fred Dela-

barre.

1st intermediate.

Spring. Sarah Brady, Ernie Hunt, Joseph Rowen.

Fall. Maggie Lynch, Sarah Bradley, Alice Cooney, Johannah

Ryan, Etta Browne, John Gallagher, Joseph Rowen.

Winter. Joseph Rowen,* Ernie Hunt, James Grady, Julia Whee-

lock, Eddie Bacon,

1st primary.

Spring. Sarah Gallagher, Walter Sturdy.

Fall. Christie Fagan, Tommy Creighton.

Names marked thfls* have not been absent or tardy once during

the whole year.
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The School Money has been derived from the following sources :—
Town Appropriation, . . . |7288 00,
Dog Tax of the Town, . . . 299 27
Apportionment of School Fund, . . 308 26
Received for Tuition, . . . 10 25

7905 78.

EXPENSES OF THE SCHOOLS.

Pickering. Wages of Teacher, . |149 00,

Fuel. ... 10 oo'

159 00.
East Blackstom. Wages of Teacher, 324 00,

Fuel, . . 35 75,'

Five Comers. Wages of Teacher, 324 00
Fuel, . . 35 00,

- 359 75.

Chestnut Hill. Wages of Teacher, 288 00,

Fuel, . . 35 50,

Town House. Wages of Teacher, 288 00,

Fuel, ... 38 59^

Millville. Wages of Teacher, . 1028 80
Fuel, . . - 150 74,'

359 00.

323 50.

326 59.

Blachstone. Wages of Teacher, . 1527 00
Fuel, . . .202 92,

-1179 54.

Waterford. Wages of Teacher, . 1752 00
Fuel, . . . 140 50,

-1729 92.

High School. Wages of Teacher, 1345 90,

Fuel, - - . 98 25,

1892 50.

-1444 15.

7773 95.

Balance unexpended, . . ^131 83
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MISCELLANEOUS EXPENSES NOT CHARGEABLE
TO SCHOOL FUND.

L. M. Taft, repairs,

G. W. Shattuck, desk for Blackstone Grammar School,

S. S. Eoss, printing, . _ . . .

R. A. Benson, stove pipe for Blackstone Grammar School,

Millville

W. A. Thayer, repairs, - - - .

L. A. Cook, repairs, . - . . ,

A. Crawford Greene, printing, - . .

S. Albee, repairs, - .

Francis Kelly, 2 1-2 day's work,

E. F. Thayer, repairs, - . . . .

Asa Bartlett, clock, - . _ . .

"
repairing, - - . . .

A. S, Arnold, box stove for East Blackstone, -

" pipe, zinc, &c., ....
Giles Barnett, repairs, , . _ .

Wm. Brown & Co., supplies, . _ . -

Booth & Brown, "
- - - -

H. Stockbridge, " ....
Blackstone Manufacturing Co., repairs,

W. A. Dodge, repairs, - . . - .

John Dixon, " - -

J. Taylor & Co., supjDlies, . - -

Willard Wilson, repairs and supplies,

Wm. A. Cole, supplies, - - . . .

J. S. Needham, school committee, - . . -

R. Booth, u c, ...
W. A. Thayer, " "

. . • .

L.A. Cook, ""....
H. A. Benson, " " ...

$752 99

The cost per scholar for the several schools in town is as follows :

—

Pickering, $6.36 ; East Blackstone, $8.90 ; Five Corners, $10.66
;

Chestnut Hill, $12.60; Town House, $14.00; Millville, $8.80;

Blackstone, 6.28 ; Waterford, $6.44 ; High School, $33.58.

J. S. NEEDHAM, Chairman,

R. BOOTH, Secretary.

$ 1
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